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IRC 2006 Code Requirements for Bedroom Alteration Projects 
The following information is provided to assist permit applicants with the requirements of 
performing alterations to a dwelling for a bedroom.  These items are not inclusive and if there are 
questions regarding the code applicability to a specific project, a preliminary inspection with a 
construction code official should be scheduled with our office. 
 
SECTION R304 MINIMUM ROOM AREAS 
R304.1 Minimum area. Every dwelling unit shall have at least one habitable room that shall have 
not less than 120 square feet (11.2 m2) of gross floor area. 
R304.2 Other rooms.  Other habitable rooms shall have a floor area of not less than 70 square feet 
(6.5 m2).  Exception: Kitchens. 
R304.3 Minimum dimensions. Habitable rooms shall not be less than 7 feet (2134 mm) in any 
horizontal dimension.  Exception: Kitchens. 
R304.4 Height effect on room area. Portions of a room with a sloping ceiling measuring less than 
5 feet (1524mm) or a furred ceiling measuring less than 7 feet (2134 mm) from the finished floor to 
the finished ceiling shall not be considered as contributing to the minimum required habitable area 
for that room. 
SECTION R305  CEILING HEIGHT 
R305.1 Minimum height. Habitable rooms, hallways, corridors, bathrooms, toilet rooms, laundry 
rooms and basements shall have a ceiling height of not less than 7 feet (2134 mm). 
The required height shall be measured from the finish floor to the lowest projection from the 
ceiling. 
Exceptions: 

1. Beams and girders spaced not less than 4 feet (1219 mm) on center may project not more 
than 6 inches (152 mm) below the required ceiling height. 

2. Ceilings in basements without habitable spaces may project to within 6 feet, 8 inches (2032 
mm) of the finished floor; and beams, girders, ducts or other obstructions may project to 
within 6 feet, 4 inches (1931 mm) of the finished floor. 

3. Not more than 50 percent of the required floor area of a room or space is permitted to have a 
sloped ceiling less than 7 feet (2134mm) in height with no portion of the required floor area 
less than 5 feet (1524 mm) in height. 

4. Bathrooms shall have a minimum ceiling height of 6 feet 8 inches (2036 mm) over the 
fixture and at the front clearance area for fixtures as shown in Figure R307.2.  A shower or 
tub equipped with a showerhead shall have a minimum ceiling height of 6 feet 8 inches 
(2036 mm) above a minimum area 30 inches (762 mm) by 30 inches (762 mm) at the 
showerhead. 

 
R309.1 Opening protection. Openings from a private garage directly into a room used for 
sleeping purposes shall not be permitted.  
R309.2 Separation required. Garages beneath habitable rooms shall be separated from all 
habitable rooms above by not less than 5/8-inch (15.9 mm) Type X gypsum board or 
equivalent. Where the separation is a floor-ceiling assembly, the structure supporting the separation 
shall also be protected by not less than 1/2-inch (12.7 mm) gypsum board or equivalent. 
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IRC 2006 Code Requirements for Bedroom Alteration Projects 
 
EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE OPENINGS 
R310.1 Emergency escape and rescue required. Basements with habitable space and every 
sleeping room shall have at least one openable emergency escape and rescue opening. Where 
basements contain one or more sleeping rooms, emergency egress and rescue openings shall be 
required in each sleeping room, but shall not be required in adjoining areas of the basement. Where 
emergency escape and rescue openings are provided they shall have a sill height of not more than 
44 inches (1118 mm) above the floor. Where a door opening having a threshold below the adjacent 
ground elevation serves as an emergency escape and rescue opening and is provided with a 
bulkhead enclosure, the bulkhead enclosure shall comply with Section 310.3. The net clear opening 
dimensions required by this section shall be obtained by the normal operation of the emergency 
escape and rescue opening from the inside. Emergency escape and rescue openings with a finished 
sill height below the adjacent ground elevation shall be provided with a window well in accordance 
with Section R310.2. 
R310.1.1 Minimum opening area. All emergency escape and rescue openings shall have a 
minimum net clear opening of 5.7 square feet (0.530 m2). 
R310.1.2 Minimum opening height. The minimum net clear opening height shall be 24 inches 
(610 mm). 
R310.1.3 Minimum opening width. The minimum net clear opening width shall be 20 inches (508 
mm). 
R310.1.4 Operational constraints. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall be operational 
from the inside of the room without the use of keys or tools. 
R310.2 Window wells. The minimum horizontal area of the window well shall be 9 square feet 
(0.84 m2), with a minimum horizontal projection and width of 36 inches (914 mm). The area of the 
window well shall allow the emergency escape and rescue opening to be fully opened. 
Exception: The ladder or steps required by Section R310.2.1 shall be permitted to encroach a 
maximum of 6 inches (152mm) into the required dimensions of the window well. 
R310.2.1 Ladder and steps. Window wells with a vertical depth greater than 44 inches (1118 mm) 
shall be equipped with a permanently affixed ladder or steps usable with the window in the fully 
open position. Ladders or steps required by this section shall not be required to comply with 
Sections R311.5 and R311.6. Ladders or rungs shall have an inside width of at least 12 inches (305 
mm), shall project at least 3 inches (76 mm) from the wall and shall be spaced not more than 18 
inches (457 mm) on center vertically for the full height of the window well. 
R310.3 Bulkhead enclosures. Bulkhead enclosures shall provide direct access to the basement. The 
bulkhead enclosure with the door panels in the fully open position shall provide the minimum net 
clear opening required by Section R310.1.1.  Bulkhead enclosures shall also comply with Section 
R311.5.8.2. 
R310.4 Bars, grills, covers and screens. Bars, grills, covers, screens or similar devices are 
permitted to be placed over emergency escape and rescue openings, bulkhead enclosures, or 
window wells that serve such openings, provided the minimum net clear opening size complies with 
Sections R310.1.1 to R310.1.3, and such devices shall be releasable or removable from the inside 
without the use of a key, tool or force greater than that which is required for normal operation of the 
escape and rescue opening. 
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IRC 2006 Code Requirements for Bedroom Alteration Projects 
 
SECTION R313  SMOKE ALARMS 
[ F] R313.1 Smoke alarms. Smoke alarms shall be installed in the following locations: 
 

1. In each sleeping room. 
2. Outside each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms. 
3. On each additional story of the dwelling, including basements but not including crawl 

spaces and uninhabitable attics. In dwellings or dwelling units with split levels and without 
an intervening door between the adjacent levels, a smoke alarm installed on the upper level 
shall suffice for the adjacent lower level provided that the lower level is less than one full 
story below the upper level. 

 
When more than one smoke alarm is required to be installed within an individual dwelling unit the 
alarm devices shall be interconnected in such a manner that the actuation of one alarm will activate 
all of the alarms in the individual unit. The alarm shall be clearly audible in all bedrooms over 
background noise levels with all intervening doors closed.   
 
All smoke alarms shall be listed and installed in accordance with the provisions of this code and the 
household fire warning equipment provisions of NFPA 72. 
 
[EB] R313.1.1 Alterations, repairs and additions. When interior alterations, repairs or additions 
requiring a permit occur, or when one or more sleeping rooms are added or created in existing 
dwellings, the individual dwelling unit shall be provided with smoke alarms located as required for 
new dwellings; the smoke alarms shall be interconnected and hard wired. 
 
Exceptions: 

1. Smoke alarms in existing areas shall not be required to be interconnected and hard wired 
where the alterations or repairs do not result in the removal of interior wall or ceiling 
finishes exposing the structure, unless there is an attic, crawl space, or basement available 
which could provide access for hard wiring and interconnection without the removal of 
interior finishes. 

2. Repairs to the exterior surfaces of dwellings are exempt from the requirements of this 
section. 

 
[F] R313.2 Power source. In new construction, the required smoke alarms shall receive their 
primary power from the building wiring when such wiring is served from a commercial source, and 
when primary power is interrupted, shall receive power from a battery.  Wiring shall be permanent 
and without a disconnecting switch other than those required for overcurrent protection.  Smoke 
alarms shall be permitted to be battery operated when installed in buildings without commercial 
power or in buildings that undergo alterations, repairs or additions regulated by Section R313.1.1. 
         
      


